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Principal’s Message… 
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Partner's Approach with Teachers 
Leads to Student Success 

 

Parental involvement influences a child's academic success, 
especially when parents and teachers develop constructive 
partnerships, according to Natalie Schwartz, author of The 
Teacher Chronicles: Confronting the Demands of Students, 
Parents, Administrators and Society. To support your child 
effectively this year, Schwartz suggests using a three-pronged 
approach to develop a cooperative relationship with his or her 
teacher.   Schwartz, an Our Children contributor, has 
appeared on the Oprah Radio Network to discuss how parents 
and teachers can develop productive relationships. Her three-
step strategy starts with clearing the pathways to 
communication: 

1. Open the Lines of Communication  

·  Give the teacher your contact information at the 
beginning of the school year, and welcome the teacher 
to contact you for any reason. If you don't have a chance 
to meet the teacher at parent orientation, send a brief 
note or e-mail.  
 

·  Find out how the teacher prefers to communicate, 
whether by written note, e-mail or phone, so you can 
ensure a quick response to your future questions and 
concerns. �

�
·  Volunteer your time. Offer to come into the class to 

share information about your culture, career or interests 
if they are relevant to the curriculum. Offer to assist the 
teacher with administrative duties, project preparation or 
other useful tasks. �

�
�

2. Maintain the Home-School Connection  

·  Get involved. Volunteer with your school's PTA to 
support your child's teacher and school.  

 
·  Stay informed. Set aside time to read the notices, 

newsletters, and progress reports the teacher sends 

home. Visit the teacher's website and the school's 
website regularly.�
�

·  Communicate with your child. Ask your child if he or 
she handed in yesterday's homework assignments and 
studied for upcoming tests. Look over the homework to 
make sure it's high quality. �

�
3. Tackle Problems Constructively 

·  Approach the teacher as soon as you detect a 
problem. If you have a concern, your child's teacher will 
want to know about it so he or she can address the 
issue.  

 
·  Don't contact the principal or another administrator 

instead of the teacher. This approach conveys to the 
teacher that you don't respect him or her as a 
professional, which will damage your relationship going 
forward. In addition, the principal is probably going to 
refer you to the teacher or get the teacher involved. �

�
·  Adopt the right attitude. In a professional and 

respectful manner, explain your point of view and ask 
the teacher for his or her perspective. For example, you 
can say, "This is what I'm noticing... What's your take on 
the situation." �

�
·  Listen to the teacher's viewpoint. The teacher offers 

an important perspective because he or she observes 
and interacts with your child in an academic setting. �

�
·  Give the teacher your input. Tell the teacher what you 

know about your child's past academic experiences and 
behavior that will help the teacher serve your child 
better. �

�
·  Value the teacher's recommendation. Parents are 

experts on their children, but teachers are experts in the 
field of education. �

�
·  Offer to be part of the solution. Ask the teacher what 

you can do at home to help support what the teacher is 
doing in the classroom. �

�

Remember, the teacher is your ally, not your adversary. Your 
child's teacher is on your side and shares your goal: the 
academic success of your child.  
For more information, visit 
http://parentteacherpartnerships.blogspot.com/ or e-mail 
natalie@laureltonmedia.com. 
 

�

Save the Date!  
HC Drug Free  

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  
Teen Job &  Volunteer  Fair   

Saturday, March 6th, 2010 
Long Reach High School 
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Hammond©s Theatre Department Presents: 
 
 

The Importance of Being Earnest 
By Oscar Wilde 

A trivial comedy for serious people! 
 

Performances: 
 

November 12, 13, and 14 at 7pm 
November 14 at 2pm 

Tickets are $7 in advance.  Purchase them from 
any cast or crew member or at lunch. 

Tickets are $9 at the door. 
For more information, visit 

http://www.hammondhs.org/HHSDrama.htm 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO HAMMOND H.S. K IMBERLY MORALES! 
 

The BCMS department would like to welcome Ms. 
Kimberly Morales to our depar tment. Ms. Morales is 
or iginally from the Hampton Roads, Va. area. She 
graduated from ODU with a masters degree in business 
administration and taught for  two years at Nansemond HS 
in Hampton Roads.  In her  spare time she enjoys running 
and traveling. This year she is teaching Computer 
Science I, Software Applications I, and Principles of 
Business. 

 
 

 

� ��� � �� ���� ��� � �� ���� ��� � �� ���� ��� � �� ���				

				
. � �� � � � � * � 
 )�� ���/� � �� 
 	 ��� �� , 0�1� � 
 � � 
 �2 �
, � � 
 � � �� � � �0� � � � � �� � 3�� �� 	 	 � 	 �� ����� � � �� �
 � %� �� 
 � �
� � � � 
 � � � �� � �� � �� � � � �� 
 � �� � � 
 �4 � � � � �� � � 
 �� 5� � ���
, 
 �	 ��	 �� �� � ��� � � �� � � 
 � � � � �� 5� � �� 
 � � �� 	 	 � 	 	 � 	 �� 
 �� 
 �
� � ��� � � ��� %� ��� � � 
 �� �� 	 	 �� 
 � �	 � � � � � � ��	 �� � 
 
 � � � �� �� � ���
, 
 � �� � 
 � � 	 � �� � �� 
 �	 �� � 	 � ��	 �� � �� �%� �	 � � � � � � 	 �� � �
� � � � 
 � � � �� � �� � 
 �� � �� 
 � �
 �	 � � �� 
 �� � � 
 �� � ��� � 
 � %� �
� 
 � �
 �	 � ���	 �� � � �� � � 
 � 	 	 �� � � �� � � �� �� � � �� 	 �� 
 � � �� ����

 � �� �� 
 � � �* � � � ��6� � �� 
 	 �� ����� �	 � �* � �� � � �� � �� 
 � �
0� � ��	 
 �4� � � � �� � � 
 �� 5� � �� � 
 �� 
 � �� �
 	 � �� �� � ���� � �� � �
� 
 � ��� � � � � � �� � 
 �� � 
 � ��� � � 
 � � � �� � 7�

Teen2Teen 
 

� � � � � � � ��� 	 
 � � ��
 �� � � �� � �� � � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � �� � � � 	 � � � 
� � � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
� � � �� �
� � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � 	 � � �� � � � � � �� � �
� 
� � � � 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � 
 � � �

� � 	 � � � �
� � � � � � � � � �� � 
�� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � �
� � � � � � � � �� � � � � �� � �� � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � �
� � � �� �� � � � � �� � 	 �� � �� � ��� � � � � � � ��� �� � � �� � � �� � � � ��

Tuesday, November 3rd 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Miller Library 
(9421 Frederick Rd.) 

 
HC DrugFree programs are free and no registration is 

required. All Howard County parents and teens are 
invited to attend. 
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Colleges  Date Time 

High Point Nov 2 11:15 

Hood Nov 2 1:00 

Frostburg Nov 5  8:00 

Lycoming   Nov 5 1:00 

Case Western Reserve   Nov 12 8:30 

HCC Nov 18 9:00 

Case Western Reserve (NEW) Nov 12 8:30 

Christopher Newport Dec 9 9:00 

Penn State  
Dec 9 9:30 

 

 
 

Recommendations 
 

Please read your child’s college application very carefully 
to see how many recommendations are required and only 
request that number.  There is a special request form that 
students need to fill out if they are asking a teacher to 
write a recommendation.  Copies may be obtained in 
the Counseling Office or found online.   
Teachers will mail all recommendations. 
Counselors will mail all recommendations. 
Students must provide a stamped envelope 
addressed to the college.   

·  Ask the teacher early to give plenty of time to 
write a good letter, at least three to four weeks  

·  Ask counselors when you give them the 
secondary school report from your application, at 
least two weeks before you need it.  Be sure to 
complete the request form for a counselor 
recommendation and submit it with your 
transcript request.  Do this only if you need a 
counselor recommendation. 

 
 
 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � �  
 

www.hcpss.org - Click on scholarship search link on 
r ight – local scholarship search database. FASTWEB – 
www.fastweb.com provides a scholarship 
databank.   College Board – scholarship search – 
www.collegeboard.org  provides a scholarship 
databank.  Choices – a computer  program available in 
the media center  and the guidance resource center 
provides a complete list of scholarships to access from 

Hammond High 
School 
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home.  The U.S. Department of Education web site 
at www.fafsa.edu.gov and www.studentaid.ed.gov is 
a comprehensive web site for  families.  FAFSA forms 
are available on January 1st  and is a Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid. CSS Profile 
forms are available in the Counseling Office and 
also online at www.collegeboard.com. Click on 
CSS/Profile under  pay for  college.  Pr ivate schools may 
use this form. 
 

Scholarships 
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SAT Information: 
Here are the SAT dates for this year 

 
Test Dates: 

Nov 7      Dec 5      Jan 23     
March 13 May1     June 5 

 
Regular: 

Oct 30     Dec 15      
Feb 4     March 25      April 29 

 
Late: 

Nov 12     Dec 30     Feb 18       
April 8     May 13 

 
Register online at www.collegeboard.com 

 
 

 

 
SAT Prep Courses 
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Financial Aid Night December  2, 

2009  

7:00 pm  

 
The form for federal student aid, the 
FAFSA, will be explained by a 
representative from the Maryland Higher 
education commission.  He received good 
reviews last year and we are happy to have 
him back. We will be shown how to 
complete this form, and answer any 
financial aid questions.  FAFSA forms 
have to be submitted online beginning 
January 1st. 

�
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Counselors will visit junior English classes during 
the month of October and November.  They will 
discuss graduation requirements, GPA, course 
selection and post secondary plans. College bound 
juniors may meet with counselors in the spring. 
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Sophomores are invited to the PSAT Workshop in 
January.  
 
 

CHOICES 
 
�
Choices is a wonderful computer program that the 
counselors and teachers at Hammond High School 
use to help inform your students about careers, 
colleges, technical schools and colleges.  This 
program is available to students in the media and 
the Guidance Center.  There is information 
available for over 7000 schools in the United 
States and a scholarship search.�
�
 

************* 
 
 

 
Software Applications I  

Credit by Exam 

Saturday, January 9, 2010 

Snow Date: January 30, 2010 

Online Registration begins October 22, 2009 

www2.hcpss.org/bcms 

Seating is limited 
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GET YOUR TICKETS! !  

 
Vera Bradley Bags & Basket Bingo 

Sunday, December 6, 2009 

2-5 PM (doors open 1 PM) 

Laurel Elks Lodge 

8261 Brock Bridge Road, Laurel MD 

Tickets are $15.00 in advance, and $17.00 at the door. Funds raised from this event will directly benefit the 
Hammond Music program for our kids.  Specifically, funds will supply uniform/tuxedo and gown 

replacements for the students, band instruments, equipment, scholarships, transportation and events. 

For tickets, please submit the form to Hammond HS Music and include check made payable to Hammond 
Music. For further ticket information or for ticket availability, call Pat Heinrichs at 410-381-1022, or email: 

dpheinr@gmail.com. 

For those who are unfamiliar with this type of fund raiser, we play approximately 20 games of BINGO to win 
Longaberger Baskets and Pottery, as well as Vera Bradley Bags. These are all expensive, high quality collector items 
that are both useful and beautiful. We also have King Tut, raffles and jackpots for really big items. We have lots of 

door prizes too! We will be giving away prizes worth a total of approximately $3,500. 

Please come and join us.  We promise an afternoon of fun and laughs. Complimentary soda and snacks will be served. 

NOTE - The seating capacity is only 125, so reserve your seat soon!! 
* ****************************************************************  

TEAR OFF AND RETURN TO HAMMOND HIGH SCHOOL Music. 8800 Guilford Rd., Columbia MD 21046 

NAME___________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE NUMBER_______________________email_________________________ 

NUMBER OF TICKETS______________@15.00 EACH =_________________________ 
 

THANK YOU!!!! 
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DRIVER’S EDUCATION 
CLASSES NOW FORMING  

 
HAMMOND HIGH SCHOOL PTSA 

Is pleased to announce classes by 

GREG’S DRIVING SCHOOL 

 
CLASSES OFFERED FOR TEN CONSECUTIVE  

SCHOOL DAYS:  
 

November 9 – November 20, 2009 
February 16 – March 1, 2010 
March 15 – March 26, 2010 

May 17 – May 28, 2010 
 

SUMMER CLASSES:  
 

July 12 – July 23, 2010 
 

COST:  $315.00 
CALL (410) 442-4028 to register  

*No Permit is necessary 
*Students must be 15 years old 

*Classes are from 2:30pm ±5:45 pm 
Summer classes 9:00 am ± 12:15 pm 
*30 hours of class/6 hours of dr iving 

*Students meet at Hammond High School for  dr iving 
*Students are to be picked up promptly in front of the school at the end of 

each class. 
No deposit is Required/Payment on 1st day of Class 

*Please call to sign up with your  name and phone number  
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