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Pr incipal’s Message… 
 

Calendar Update… 
The weather has resulted in the Howard County Public 
School System (HCPSS) making adjustments in the 
2009-2010 school calendar. The HCPSS has provided 
the following information on its website for the 
community: 
The Professional Development Days scheduled for 
April 22 and May 14 will be used as instructional days 
to make up the sixth and seventh days. The 
Superintendent will apply for a waiver of the eighth 
day and any subsequent days that may need to be used 
for inclement weather during this school year. 
The third quarter marking period has been extended 
from April 1 to April 23, with Interim reports issued on 
March 19 instead of March 5, and report cards issued 
on May 5. The Board voted to change April 1 from an 
early dismissal day to a full instructional day. The 
fourth quarter marking period will now begin on April 
26, with interim reports issued on May 26. Summer 
school begins on June 28. 
In addition to this information, please note that 
Thursday, April 22 will become a "B" day and May 14 
will become an "A" day. The current A-day/B-day 
schedule will therefore remain unchanged for the 
remainder of the school year. 
 

Senior Class News… 
Please refer to the Hammond High School website 
(www.hammondhs.org/ HHSclass2010), to stay 
abreast of important timelines and scheduled events for 
seniors. The graduation date for Hammond High has 
not been determined at this point. The information 
presented at this location is designed to assist seniors 
and their families to make your plans as we move 
closer to graduation.  
 

Exciting Things Happening at Hammond High School… 
Hammond High School has received a grant and is 
participating in a collaborative project with the National 
Commission on Teaching and America’s Future 
(NCTAF) and NASA. The teachers are members of 

NASA’s 21st Century Learning Teams. There are three 
high school teams in the State of Maryland working on 
this project (Hammond High School, Centennial High 
School, Queen Anne’s County High School) , whose 
focus is to improve teaching and learning in Earth 
Science. The team meets periodically with members of 
NASA, the NCTAF, and the HCPSS Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) 
Grant Manager, Richard Marquart. The members of the 
Hammond High School  team are Lori Bradley (Earth 
Science), James Pendred (Earth Science), Eric Cullings 
(Technology Education), Michelle Moore (Algebra I), 
and Alan Kostrick (Computer Sciences). The 
Hammond Team engages in activities with NASA 
scientists to design and deliver project-based inquiry 
modules, using content and resources from NASA.  
 
Attendance and Grades 
I would like to take this time to revisit the topic of 
student attendance, as it relates to a student’s overall 
grade. Please be mindful of the number of absences that 
have occurred for your student. Absences from school 
do more than simply impact on a student’s ability to 
perform well in a specific class.  
Here are some facts that I want everyone to consider 
regarding poor attendance and its potential impact for 
your child’s grade in a course this school year:  

·  Absences that constitute 5% of a semester or yearlong 
course may result in the student being denied credit 
for each class where their absence has reached or 
exceeded the 5% level, regardless of the letter grade 
the student has achieved in the class.  

Some students have already received communications 
from teachers or administrators indicating that the 
student is in danger of being denied credit for a 
specific course. Even if you have not received a 
communication from a teacher regarding denial of 
credit for your child’s absences, that request can still 
be made by a teacher near the end of this school year. 
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·  If you have already received a communication about 
possible denial of credit or you know your child has 
missed 5% or more of the actual, scheduled classes 
for a specific subject area or 5% of the scheduled 
days of the 2009-2010 school year, please contact 
the teacher or teachers immediately to discuss your 
status. A student who has a passing grade but has 
excessive absences may still be denied credit for that 
class.  

Information regarding denial of credit for absences 
constituting 5% or more of a semester course or 
yearlong course can be found in the HCPSS Policy 
9010, Attendance. 

 
Please continue to support our students as they 
participate in their spring extra-curricular activities. 
The schedules for plays, athletic competitions, 
academic recognitions, and other special events can 
be found on the Hammond High School website. 

 
 

After Prom 2010 
  

The After Prom 2010 will be at the AMC Columbia 14 
Theater on May 2, 2010 from 12:30 AM - 5:00 AM.  The 
After Prom Committee©s next meeting is Thursday, March 
11th in the guidance conference room at 7:00 PM following 
the PTSA meeting.   Meeting reminders will be posted in the 
HHS HCPSS weekly newsletter.  There are several 
opportunities to get involved with the planning at various 
levels depending on your schedule.  We encourage parents 
of all students from freshmen to seniors to come out and get 
involved in this very important event that keeps the 
celebration of this special night memorable and incident 
free.  With just two months before After Prom there are 
several areas to concentrate on: soliciting HHS parents, 
organizations and businesses for monetary, prize and food 
donations; finalizing entertainment contracts; collecting 
prizes and getting volunteers for the night of the After Prom. 
   
The parent donation form and solicitation donation 
letter  will be posted on the website under PTSA.  We 
encourage parents to use the solicitation donation letter 
to ask for donations from businesses they patronize.  We 
are hoping that each family will be able to 
contr ibute to this fabulous event.  The suggested 
donation is $25 from each junior and senior family 
and $10 from each freshman and sophomore family.  
However, please feel free to donate whatever 
amount you are comfortable with to support this 
annual event. 
 
For student pr izes we are looking for donations such as:  
fast food and restaurant gift cards, gas cards, iTune cards, 

store gift cards (Target, Old Navy, Best Buy etc.), bowling, 
laser tag, baseball games, sports game passes, college t-
shirts/logo items, manicure/spa gift cards, book store gift 
cards.  For food donations we can use items such as:  food 
store gift cards, pizza, chicken nuggets, fruit, soda, water 
bottles, chips, vegetable trays. 

  
The night of the After Prom we are in need of MANY 
parent volunteers to help in various ways such as setting 
up before the students arrive, security - monitoring 
hallways and exits, serving food, watching over each 
entertainment activity and more!  Check HHS website 
under PTSA for a more detailed list of volunteer needs and 
the contact person.  You are NOT required to stay the 
whole time!  You decide the time frame you want to 
volunteer.  It is a late night but the time is hopefully 
enjoyable and goes by fast!     
 
Over the years HHS parents and the community have 
always come together to support this special event and we 
are counting on everyone to pitch in as they are able to 
keep this very important event available and affordable for 
our students. 
 
Prom and After  Prom ticket packet went out Friday, 
February 26th.  After Prom tickets are just $10 which 
includes delicious food, entertainment, a movie and great 
prizes!!!  Please note the dates and times for the presale of 
the Prom and After Prom tickets.  After Prom tickets 
ONLY will be for sale during lunch the week prior to the 
After Prom.  Please check the HCPSS HHS news for dates.   
 
If you have any questions please call or email After Prom 
co-chairs Cathy Loeffler 301-497-4350 or Catherine Miller 
301-498-0994. 

 

Bull Roast  
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Hammond©s Theatre Depar tment 
Presents……. 
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Information from the Business and 
Computer Management Systems/Career 
& Technology Education Department: 
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HC DrugFree in coordination with the Wilde Lake High 
School PTSA, is hosting the debut of a new program on 
Apr il 27th, 2010 from 7PM - 8:30 PM in the James 
Rouse Theater  (located at Wilde Lake High School). 
 "HAZE" - the Perils of the College Drinking Culture in 
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America profiles a true and tragic story of Gordie, and 18 
year old college freshman. 
 
" HAZE"  - The Perils of the College Drinking Culture in 
America 
Program Description:  On Sept 16, 2004 Gordie, an 18 
year old freshman at the University of Colorado, pledged a 
fraternity.  The next morning, he was found dead - a victim 
of an irresponsible hazing ritual involving alcohol.   This 
Howard County  debut  of the  Gordie Foundation DVD 
"HAZE"  will shed light on the severity of college binge 
drinking, destructive drinking games and hazing, and will 
also include a presentation and  discussion led by Gordie©s 
stepdad. This is a must see presentation for teens and 
parents. 
 
Speaker: Gordie©s stepfather, Mr. Michael Lanahan, is 
traveling all the way from Texas for this presentation. 
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CRD I  - Passport to the Future 
Interviews 

 
 
On March 19, 2010, 14 of  Hammond’s Career Research 
and Development I (CRD I) students will be accompanied 
by Mrs. Green to Howard Community College. The 
purpose of this visit is to participate in The Howard 
County Chamber of Commerce Passport to the Future 
interview. Students are responsible for creating a Career 
Portfolio with artifacts that identifies specific skills. Those 
skills are learning, thinking, communication, technology 
and interpersonal. Other optional items that can be 
included are student organizations/community awards, 
SAT-ACT scores and /or other materials and additional 
recognitions. 
 
A Chamber of Commerce member will then meet each 
Passport candidate to review the student’s portfolio and 
personally interview and endorse Mrs. Green’s 
recommendations that the student’s are workforce ready. 
 
On April 1st the students will participate in a celebration 
where they will receive their Passport to the Future 
Certificates.  
�
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OPEN YOUR DOOR TO THE 

WORLD  HOST AN 
EXCHANGE STUDENT 

amilies are needed for teens from Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America who will be spending the 2010/11 school year 
in the United States.  Some of these students live in cities of 

over 10 million; others live on farms or in villages.  They are 
musicians, artists, and athletes; future doctors, journalists, and flight 
attendants.   

As a host family, you see American life from a new perspective and 
share a young person's excitement at discovering the true USA.  
You include the student as a member of the family, providing care 
and parental counsel.  Students have their own spending money 
and health insurance.  The host family provides a bed and three 
meals a day. 

AFS Intercultural Programs has an active chapter in Howard 
County.  Families and students are supported by local volunteers 
and AFS staff. 

For more information, go to afs.usa.org or write or call Cindy 
Clemens at cindy.clemens@verizon.net  
410-730-7411 
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DANCE NEWS 
  
Per f or mance News 
  
The recent  snow storm was a real spoiler  for  
several of the Department 's performance 
dates.  The second n ight  of the Winter  
Concert  had to be reschedu led for  February 
18 and the Disney Preview was canceled 
altogether. 
  
However, in  between the two snowfalls, the 
Hammond Junior  Company and Dance 
Company made it  to Disney.  On Wednesday, 
February 10, both groups performed two 
shows apiece at  the Downtown Disney stage 
to large gathering crowds.  The performances 
were fantast ic and were met with  t remendous 
appreciat ion from the audiences.  On 
Thursday, the dancers had a three hour 
Disney Dancin ' Workshop with Disney dance 
instructors.  In  addit ion to dancing, they 
experienced two live performances: Cirque du  
Soleil 's 'La Nouba' and Sea World's 
Polynesian Dance show. Despite Flor ida's 
below average temperatu res, all had an 
enjoyable t ime. 
  
The Howard County Dance Fest ival, also 
postponed due to snow, finally was held on 
February 22.  Both Companies performed 
standou t pieces which received praise from 
the adjudicators. 
  
Company Aud i t i ons 
 
Please keep an ear ou t for  the date of 
audit ions for  next  year 's companies.  A date 
has not  yet  been set . 
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Choices is a wonderful computer program that the 
counselors and teachers at Hammond High School 
use to help inform your students about careers, 
colleges, technical schools and colleges.  This 
program is available to students in the media and 
the Guidance Center.  There is information 
available for over 7000 schools in the United 
States and a scholarship search.�
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(&%� )�* %* �+' %,  
Dear Hammond Parents and Guardians, 

Last year, with the support of Hammond families, businesses and the community, Hammond High School PTSA 
sponsored a very successful After Prom Party. It was a huge success with more than 311 students attending.  That 
means there were 311 kids not drinking and driving or engaging in other dangerous activities on their special night!  
On May 1 – 2nd, 2010, Hammond High School PTSA will host our 12th Annual Substance Free After �Prom Par ty 
so that our children can continue their Prom celebration in a safe and entertaining environment.  This event is a drug 
and alcohol free alternative to unsupervised home and hotel parties.  We are asking that you make the After Prom 
party the ONLY party available after this year©s prom, sending them to us at the AMC Columbia Theater and rest 
easier knowing that they are safe and still having a great time with their friends. 

We are asking for your financial support so that we can make the After Prom Party affordable for all students.  This 
year' s economy has fundraisers coming in low.  The theater and entertainment has to be booked in advance due to 
availability.  We are counting on donations from the families and businesses of Hammond High students to help 
cover the cost of this important event.   Like last year we will be offering  movies, games, activities, and prizes.  The 
number and type of prizes and food we can provide this year will depend on the amount of donations we receive by 
Apr il 17th.  We are hoping that each family will be able to contr ibute to this fabulous event.  The suggested 
donation is $25 from each junior and senior family and $10 from each freshman and sophomore family.  However, 
please feel free to donate whatever amount you are comfortable with to support this annual event. We are also looking 
for donations of items to use as door prizes the night of the party such as TVs, DVD players, gift certificates to local 
businesses, gas cards, iPods etc.  Please see the HHS Web site for more details on potential donation items. 

In return for your donation, we will publish your name, the name of your organization, or the name of your business 
in the Hammond High PTSA newsletter and on all After Prom posters.  We will be happy to provide you with a letter 
acknowledging your donation for your tax records. To be sure we have all of your information, please fill out the 
information section below and return it with your donation. Thanks so much for your support! 

With Appreciation,  
The Hammond PTSA After Prom Committee  
Cathy Loeffler and Catherine Miller, Co Chair    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
  
Name of representative if organization: _________________________________________ 
  
Phone: ______________________      Email: _____________________________________ 
  
Please indicate your donation below: 
  

� � Monetary Donation  Check #________________________ Amount $____________ 
  

�  Gift Card Donation Store: __________________________ Value $ ____________ 
 

�  College Item   Please Specify: ___________________ Value $_____________ 
 

�  Other  Please Specify: ____________________ Value $_____________ 
  �  

All monetary donations should be a check or  money order  made payable to Hammond PTSA and sent to the address above. 
Please note After  Prom in memo. 



 

 9 

  

 



 

 10 

  



 

 11 

DRIVER' S EDUCATION 
CLASSES NOW FORMING  

 
HAMMOND HIGH SCHOOL PTSA 

Is pleased to announce classes by 

GREG' S DRIVING SCHOOL 

 
CLASSES OFFERED FOR TEN CONSECUTIVE  

SCHOOL DAYS:  
 

March 15 – March 26, 2010 
May 17 – May 28, 2010 

 
SUMMER CLASSES:  

 

July 12 – July 23, 2010 
 

COST:  $315.00 
CALL (410) 442-4028 to register  

*No Permit is necessary 
*Students must be 15 years old 

*Classes are from 2:30pm –5:45 pm 
Summer classes 9:00 am – 12:15 pm 
*30 hours of class/6 hours of dr iving 

*Students meet at Hammond High School for  dr iving 
*Students are to be picked up promptly in front of the school at the end of 

each class. 
No deposit is Required/Payment on 1st day of Class 

*Please call to sign up with your  name and phone number  
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